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PROVIDING FOR APPLICABILITY; AND 
a 

WHERAS, ln order to promote the public health, safuty, and welfare of the citizens of 
Holmes County, Florida, a parks and recreation ordinance is hereby enacted for the 
general purpose of ensuring the proper balance between the use of park facilities and the 
preservation of said facilities, law and order; and, 

WHEREAS, the intent of the Ordinance is to reduce property damage and closure of 
facilities due to vandalism, to minimize the hazards of personal injury and loss of life, and 
to maintain the quality of outdoor recreation resouroes by establishing rules and 
regulations goveming all parks and recrcation facilities that arc owned or controlled by 
Holmes County. 

IT I n n 

! 

SECTION '1. SHORT TITLE: This Ordinance shall be known as and may be refened to 
as the "Holmes County Parks and Recreation Odinance." 

SECNOil 2. DEFINITIONS: Forthe purpose of this Ordinance, the definitions @ntained 
in this Section shall apply unless otherwise specifically stated. 

2.1- Distilled spirits and all beverages containing one-
half of one percent or more of alcohol by volume, as determined in accordance with 
Section 561.01 (4), Florida Statute. 

2.2. BOARD: The term 'Board" shall refer to the Board of County Gommissioners 
of Holmes County, Florida. 
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2-3- @UNTY PARI(S: All rcal properties oirned or conbolled by llolmes County 
urtricfi serve as picnb grcunds, recreation areas, nafure areas, camping areas and access 
to public fishing waters. 

2-4- PARK GROUNDS: The real poperty upon whicn parks are located and any 

and all tsees, shrubbery, and oher plants, and urater and bodies of water located above, 

on or under said property. 

2.5. PARK FACILITIES: Any improvements or sbucfures, either natural or artificial, 

induding, but not limited to, buildings, shetters, benches, tables, playground equipment, 

walls, fenoes, fountains, walkrvap, toiht facilities and signs located in, upon or around a 
County Park. 

2.6. PARKING AREAS: Any designated part of any park or road or any area 

contiguous lhereto wfrk* has been set apart for the stopping or parking of any vehicle. 

2.7. PERSON: Any individual, percon or any firm, partnership, association, 

corporation, co{npany or organization of arry kind, or arry mmbination thereof. 

PUBLIG USE: Any lawful utilization of park grounds and facilities which is not 
prohibited by an applicable rcgulation, ordinance or law and wtrich does not interfere with 

or obstruct the use of park grounds or facilities by any other person or member of the 
general public wtro is zuthorized to use the same. 

2.9. PROJEGT DIRECTOR: The chief Adminiskative ofiicial of Holmes tuunty, or 
his/her designee. 

2.10. SHERIFF: The Sherffi of Holmes County, Florida, or his/her designee. 

2.11. SUNRISE: The time of day designated as sunrise by the Nautical Almanac 
Office, United States Naval Observatory, Washington, D.C. 

2.12. SUNSET: The time of day designated as sunset by the Nautical Almanac 
Office, United States Naval Obseruatory, Washington, D.C. 

2.'13. VEHICLE.'fury device in, upon or by wtrich a person or propedy is or may be 

transported on highuap, streets or road,uaf, except that the term 'vehicle" shall not 
indude bicydes or elec*ric or battery-powered toy cars. 
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SECflON 3. HOURS OF OPERATION: ln general, all Gounty Pa* Grcunds and Park 
Facilities will be dqsed to the public from sunset to sunrise each day, with the following 
exceptions: 

3.1. BOAT RAMPS: All County Parks associated with an access point for 
watercraft to a public waterway (boat ramp) will remain open to the public through the 
nightime hours for purposes of fishing. All persons utilizing County Parks pursuant to 
this Section during nighttime hours do so at their own risk and a$sume all liability for any 
loss or injury to persons or property. 

3-2. SET HOURS FOR PARTICULAR COUNTY PARKS: Notrithstanding the 
provisions, herein, and in order to protect @unty property from abuse and misuse, the 
County Project Dircclor and/or the Board reserves the right to set the hours for any 
particular County Park Grounds and Park Facilities. Should the Project Director or the 
Board set hours of operation of a particular Park Gnrund or Park Facility in conflict with 
the hours established in this Section, the Project Dircctor shall prcparc, install, and 
maintain a prominent sign or signs in said County Park or Facility that specifies the 
opening and dosing hours. The hours of operation for each County Park and County 
Facility shall also be designated on a scfiedule posEd in the County Administrative 
building. 

3-3- It is unlarvftrl for any penon to enter or remain in any County 
Park or County Facility that is closed to the public. Persons found to be in violation of this 
Ordinance shall be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law and as set forth in Section 
6, below. 

SECTIOII 'L PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES: Except for activities of a govemmental agency 
within the scope of its govemmental authoity, or unless specifically permitted to do so by 
the County Project Direc*or, it stnll be unlawful for any person to do any one or more of 
the dlovtting in a Cornty Park or Recreational Facility: 

4.1. Sit in or on any bash receptacle provided by public use. 

4,2, Sharre, shower, or balhe or othenrise be or remain in any water fountain, 

reserwir, lake, sbeam, pond orother body of water located in any County Park. 

i1.3. Shave, shower, or bathe in a public restroom or locker room; provided, 

however, that shorrering is permitted wtrere shorrer facilities are specifically provided 

for public use. 
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4,4. Engage in any form of construcfion or digging, or related ac{ivity unless 

authorized in advance by the Projec* Director or his/her designee. 

4-5. Pk* flouers or dam4e or remove plants, tees, shrubs, grr$s or any other 
part of the park grounds, unless authorized in advance by the Project Director or his/her 

designee. 

4.6- Erect signs or disEibute, display or affix signs on any tree, post or Park 

Facilities or Grounds, except signs posted by the Projec{ Director pursuant to this 

Ordinance. 

4-7. Phce, dump, abandon or leave any mammal, reptile or bird, either wild or 
dornestic, in an efiort to find a home for such creafure on Park Grounds. 

4.8. Cook food except where facilities for such preparations are provided by the 

County, or when cooking is otherwise authorized by tte Project Director. 

4.9. Set or s*ol<e a firc except where appropriate facilities are available. ln 

designated areas nfiere campfires are permitted, the fire should be a 

smalUmanageable sire and attended at all times by a competent person. Only clean-

buming logs, charmal and dean nood that is not treated, painted, glued or stained 

shall be used in any permi$ed campfire. At no times shall tires or other toxic 

substances be bumed in any County Park. 

4.10. Stop, stand or park any vehide as defined in this Ordinance in an area not 

specifically designated for parking. 

4.11. Operate any vehide on Park Grounds in or on any area not specifically 

designated as a park road. 

4-12. Operate any vehiCe in vidation of the la*s regulating traffic as provided in 

this Code and in Chapter 316, Fbnda Stafufes. 

4.13. Swim or wade in any waters in any County Park where such activity is 

prohibited. 
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4.1d Engage in any adivity wfrich is dangerous to the health, safety or wetfare of 
another or whictr interferes with the use and enfiryment by others of the County Park 

or its facilities. 

4.15. Conduct any yard sale, rummage sab, or any other similar sale of new or 
used perconal pmperty unless Foperly permitted through the Project Director, except 
for suc*r special events organized and sponsored by the Gounty. 

t1.16. Discharge or depmit human wastes exept in toilet facilities provided by the 
County. 

4,17. Write on, draw on or otherwise deface, damage, remove or destroy any par.k 

property or facility or any ollrcr part of the park grounds. 

/t-18. Kill, injure, harm, capfure, chase, poison or remove any wildlife, animal, bird 

or egg located above, in, on or under park grounds. 

4,19. Disctnrge any firearm, air gun, slirgsho( bow and anow, or spear gun 

unless sucfi inshrrnent or device is required for participation in an actMty which is 

organized or sponsored by the County. 

420. Loiter in or near any struct re or facility wtrich is desQnated for exclusive 

use by members of the opposite sex. 

4.21. Take into, dump or deposit in any park any trash or refuse of any kind; 
provided, however, that sucir refuse ard trash may be disposed of properly by placing 

it in designated @ntainers. Where such containers are not available, persons 

responsible for the refuse or trash shall remove it frorn the park for proper disposal 

elsewhere. 

1.2L Thrw, disc*rarg€ or otherwise place or cause to be plaed in the water of 
any fountain, pond, lake, strearn or other body of uater located in or adjacent to any 
county park, or any drain florving into such lraters, any substance, mafter or thing, either 
liquid or sdid, u,hich may pollute such waters. 

4.23- Possess any glass oontainer wtrose pnmary purpose is the holding of any 
liquid to be used or consumed by any person on those Gounty Park Grounds associated 
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with an access pclint for watercraft to a public wateruay (boat ramp) or on any Gounty 

Park Grounds where suvimming in public rraters is permitted. 

SECTION 5. PROH]BITED SUBSTANGES: 

5.1. CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES: lt shall be unlawtul for any person to use, 
possess, Gonsume, purchase, dispense, sell or offer for sale any controlled substiance, 
as defined in Chapter 893, Florida Sfatufes, in any County Park or County Facility. 

5.2. ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES: lt shall be unlawtulfor any person to have in his 
or her possession an open container of an alcoholic beverage in any County Park or 
County FarIlity, unless prior has been granted by the County Project 
Director. 

SEGnOil 6- ENFORCMENT AtlD PEiIALTIES: ln addition to all other means of 
enforpement provided for in Florida law, violations of this Odinanoe may be enforced by 
the Gounty and the Holmes County Shedffs Office as provided for in Section 125.69, 
Florida fufufe,s. Such enforenrent indudes ctiminal proseantion in the same manner as 
misdemeanors and imposition of fines not to exceed $500.00 or imprisonment in county 
jail not to exceed 60 dap or by bo&r a fine and imprisonment. Furthermore, any violation 
of this Ordinance shall be cause for imrnediate rerno\ral or ejection from the C,ounty Park 
or Recreational Facility and lhe issuance of a Trespass Warning against the offending 
percon prohibiting said person frorn amssing any County Park or Recreational Facility 
in the fufure. 

SECTIOI{ 7. REPEAL: All prior Ordinances of the Board regarding County Parks are 
hereby repealed. Specmca[y, but not limited to, Ho]mes County Ordinance No. 84-02 
and Holmes County Odinane No. 0&05 are hereby repealed and superseded by this 
Ordinance. 

SECTION 8. SEVERABILIW: lf any section, paragraph, sentene, dause, phrase, or 
word of this Ordinance is for any reason held by a Court of competent jurisdiction to be 
unconstitutional, inoperative, or void, such holding shall not afiect the remainder of this 
Ordinance. 

SECTION 9. CAPTIONS: The captions, section headings, and sec,tion designations used 
in this Ordinance are for convenience only and shall have no effect on the 
of the provisions of this Ordinane. 
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SECTIO| l0. EFFECTIVE DATE: This Ordinance shall become efiective as provided by 
law. 

of the Board of County Commissioners of 
Holmes County, Florida this 5'., .2019. 

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
ATTEST: rQE COUNTY FLORDA 
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Chairman 
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Brandon J. Attomey 
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